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MAG»s judgment that the FAR put up a good fight at Nam Tha must be 
viewed in the light of the following considerations: 

1) According to RIG Finance Minister Phouangphet Fhanareth, the FAR 
had plans already made to withdraw from Nam Tha in case of heavy attack 
since it did not wish to risk losing the elite FAR forces which had been 
sent to reinforce the city. 

2) The fall of Muong Sing on May 3 uncovered FAR f s rear at Nam Tha 
since seven of the eight FAR battalions had been positioned to the east 
of the city, the direction from which previous enemy pressure had come, 
in spite of repeated MAAG advice to the contrary. The enemy* s capture 
of Muong Sing should have led to a change of plans by the FAR to reposi- 
tion their defensive forces if time permitted, or to prepare to fall 
back if it did not* Phouangphet indicated that a change of plans had in 
fact occurred after the fall of Muong Sing* 

3) . The redeployment of defensive forces called for by the fall of 
Muong Sing had presumably not occurred by the time the enemy attacked 
Ifem Tha* The brunt of the enen$r f s attack from the northwest was there- 
fore borne solely by the 1st Parachute Battalion. 

U) The 1st Parachute Battalion marched out to meet the superior 
enemy force and battle was joined at 10C0 local time. May 5* There is no 
information on the time attacking infantry forces reached the town but 
DIA estimates it was shortly after the artillery fire which began at 0300 
May 6. 

5) The MAAG White Star team withdrew at 0900 May 6, six hours after 
artillery fire on the town began* Nam Tha was pronounced in enemy hands 
at 1000. 

6) The friendly column seen retreating southwest of Nam Tha was 
estimated at 3*000* Since there were 1;,500 FAR reported in the area this 
leaves 1,J>00 unaccounted for ~ though allowance must be made for the 
difficulty of estimating the size of FAR forces retreating* There are 

no casualty figures. Conflicting press reports- quote Laotian, sources as 


Cs<b \ JL ~ 

Ip <Ly& _ 

j dog* ' S&fy/cj) 



DECLASSIFIED 

NARS. Date \\d3> ] 



I 




- 2 - 








assess 


saying casualties were both "light 1 * and "serious." A MAG officer has 
told reporters many walking wounded are. with retreating forces. UPX 
has reported that the 28th and 30th battalions, which were east of 
Nam Tha, are completely unaccounted for but DIA is taking this with a 
grain of salt. Other press reports state FAR forces to the east of Nam 
Tha are still missing but this is contradicted by the size of the retreat- 
ing body which must include many of the men in the seven FAR battalions 
which were located there. 

7) FAR took time to destroy their heavy artillery before leaving. 

8) There is not yet any estimate as to the size of the force which 
attacked Nam Tha from the east after crossing territory defended by 
seven FAR battalions. 

9) Since the abandonment of Nam Tha the FAR has moved with considerable 
speed. It covered a distance of about 35 miles as the crow flies (Nam Tha 
to Viea Pou Kha) in less than 35 hours and is apparently still moving. 

Comment t The facts given do not in themselves justify a conclusion^ that 
the PAR acquitted itself well. To FAR f s credit, part of the defending 
force did march out to meet a superior . advancing force, the heavy arma- 
ments' were prevented from falling into enemy hands, and there are no 
reports of a rout. Since the attack ing force from tha northwest only . - - 
took about five hours to travel the 15 remaining kilometers to the town, 
the delaying action of the 1st Parachute Battalion could not have been too 
effective. The defense of the town itself lasted at least some six hours 
in the northwest and possibly longer in the east. That the enemy force 
attacking from the east, where U-5 enemy battalions had been estimated, 
got thro ugh seven FAR battalions on the lookout for an attack from that 
direction could have been due to the friendly troops' being In the process 
of redeployment to meet the new threat posed by the fall of Muong Sing. 
There was counter battery fire by the defenders. 

Conclusions: The FAR probably did better at Nam Tha than in ary previous ^ 
engagement - of similar magnitude. 'Hhether their defense was "vigorous" and 
all that "could be expected of them" cannot be substantiated. or contra- 
dicted by the facts at hand. . 
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